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What do you see?

Do you need to know anything to connect with the image?

Do you want to know something before you look at the
image?

At what point do you feel the need for information?

What sort of information do you feel you want - about the
artist, the image, the context, the

inspiration?





What do you experience?

How do you get a feel for scale?

Is it an image or the document of an experience?

At what point do you feel the need for information?

How do you read an image when you have never
encountered the experience before?

Can you be open to an experience that isn’t immediately
obvious?





What is the role of the artist?

How does the artist communicate with the viewer?

How does technology and the reproduction of work

change our experience of it?

Why do artists choose different media and how does that
affect our reading of an image?

How does an artist work with subject matter?



Liverpool John Moores MA Fine Art Students

Cos Ahmet & Gary Finnegan/Linda Jane James/Mary Hennessy Jones





As part of a series of Art Talks at Mid Wales Art Centre
Linda Jane James wanted to bring the flavour of an MA in
Liverpool to rural mid Wales.

This documents works presented to the Art Talk group (a
mix of former art school students and artists without any art
school training) as a presentation of MA Liverpool art
students work.

The conversation began by participants asking - what
themes were given to the artists who made the work? An
interesting conversation then started about how work is
made in an art school context, at BA and MA level.

The questions noted in this document summarise some of
the thoughts that we covered. We identified the
importance of recognising that this kind of work was
something some people may never have encountered
before and gave some thought as to how we might find a
way in.

We discussed the role of text and introduction of work and
how we might give thought to how as viewers we encounter
a work of art or its documentation.

We concluded that we could all be more mindful about how
we wanted information, what artists provide and how to
give more time to thinking for ourselves.

The group in the previous weeks have discussed the role of
the artist statement. These conversations are always very
lively. Some feel they want to know about the artists
inspiration and not the work, others want to know about the
work and not the artist, and others want nothing at all.

Art Talks at Mid Wales Art Centre

Linda Jane James presenting Liverpool John Moores
MA Students at Mid Wales Art Centre 8th March 2023


